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i The Court in Mourning. 


| Mountague, Viſcount Monthermer, and Lord 
';, > Mopntague of Boughton had raiſed his Fame to 
' ſhine in a very conſpicuous manner amongſt the Eng1i/ 
| Nobility, as was the Eſtate he enjoyed, one of the. 
| jargeſt in the whole Kingdom, at leaſt Thirty Thouſand 
Pounds a Year 3 beſides a very large Perſonal Eſtate þ 
| amounting” to Tuo Hundred Thouſand Pounds 5 all 
| which he has left clear to his only Son the Marquiſs off 
| | Monthermer, now Duke of Mountague, He was 801 

| of the Lord. Meuntague of Boughton in Northampton 

ire, and I believe ſecond Son, for at the time of hi} 
|. appearing at the Court of King Charles the Second 
| 


bo”. Is moſt Wuſtrious Perſon, Ralph Duke of 


ue ſind him in Hiſtory only ſtiled Mr. Ra/ph Mpuntague;Þ 
whether that was a Miſtake or no, it was not long 
after before he was digaifyed by another Title; and 
King Charles having an extraordinary Opinion of haf 
great Parts, was reiolved to raiſe him: To that end 
Was in the Year, 1669. choſen by the Prince to 
\ his Ambaſſador Extraordinary to the Court of Fraue; 
for which Embaſſy he prepared a very ſplended Trajn,} 
with which he ſai'd for France about the beginning o 
April, in the Year aforeſaid, where he was receiſ | 
\, with great Magnificence, and a vaſt Equipage was re 
* paring for him to make his Publick Eatry, which be 
{ 
{ 


| | did on the 25th of April, in a moſt ſplendid mange 
that the like had never been ſeen in France beh 
ſince the Duke of Ruckingham's Embaſſy, when fe 
went to-demand in Marriage, for his Maſter Kibz 
Charles the Firſt, thę Lady Henrietta Maria, the Freu l 
Kiog's Daughter 3 
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His Excellency, accompanied by ſeveral of the Zug- 
l;ſþ Nobility and Gentry, attended by a Gentleman 
of the Horſe, and twelve Pages; fifty ſix Foot-men, 
twelve Led Horſes; four Coaches with 8 Horſes, and 
two Chariots with 6 Horles, was received by ſeveral 
of the French Nobility, and conducted to the Hotel. 
reſerv'd in Paris for the Entertainment of Foreign 
Ambaſſadors ; paſſing through Multitudes of Specta- 

tors, who were aſtoniſh'd at the Grandeur and Ap- 

& plauſe of the Eagliſb Nobility. Two days after he | 

was admitted to his firſt and publick Audience, which 

for a diſtinguiſhing Mark of Honour he had in his 

Mt Chriſtian Mijeſty's Bed-Chamber, and even with- 

in the Rails round the Bed, where the King ſtood to 

receive him. His Excellency having made his Speech 

Win French, and delivered his Credentials, the King an- 
ſwered him in very obliging Terms, both in relation 
to his Maſter and himſelf; and then his Excellency 
preſented to the King the Engliſh Noblemen and 

Gentlemen of his Retinue: which being over, he had 

Audience of the Daupbine and the reſt of the Royal 

Family. uf RH | 

Not only in imitation, but by expreſs Order of the 

8 French King, all that Court ſhew'd the Engliſh Ambaſ- 

8 {ador, moſt ſingular Marks of Honour and Reſpe@ : 

And in all the Viſits that his Excellency made, he 

was attended by the ſame numerous and ſplendid Equi- 

page, which he had at his publick Entry, And as the 
| Magnificence of his Table was anſwerable to the Gran- 

deur of his Attendance, his Excellency entertain'd 
daily at Dinner ſome Perſon or other of the firſt Rank. 


N Soon after, his Excellency and feveral of the Noble 
Perſons, who always accompanied him, were enter- 
tained nt Dinner by the Duke of Orleans, at his own 


- Houle 


by 


Hovle at St. Cloud, and in the Afternoon his Royal 
Highneſs carried them to ſee the Gardens. A WeekW 
ufter he went to Ferſailles, and ſtaid there ſome days, 
being magnificently entertaind. The next Day hel 
was invited to Dine with Monſieur de Livry, Maſter 
of the French King's Houſhould, and after Dinner had: 
a long Converſation with the French King, the Foun-iſ 
tains playing all the while: E 
- And now being to return Home, he had his publick 
Audience and Leave of the French King, and all the 
Royal Family; after which he ſtaid ſome time at the 
Court of Verſailles to enjoy the Diverſions of the Sea- 
4on, where at length he had a private Audience, and 
took his final Jeave of His Majeſty and the whole 
(Court; The King ſent him his Picture ſet with Dia- 
monds. and ſeveral other Rich Preſents; in which the 
| -Ambaſſador made the King a Preſent of 9 very fine| 
| Engliſh Borſes : And having been highly carreſsd by 
all the French Courr, he return'd again to England. 
But of his Grace*s Buſineſs there, nothing has been I, 
faid yet; the publick Errand he went on, was to thank 
the Moſt Chriſtian King for the Favours ſhewn to His 
M-jeſty Ring Charles the Second, when in his Exile; 
bur tis very probable there was little reaſon for ſuch a 
Meſſige; and perhaps none at all, confidering the 
| ulage he found there, being Baniſh'd, or remov'd from 
{ thence at the Imerceſſion of one who unjuſtly held his 
| Dominions at that time in unlau ful Uſurpation, mean- 
ing Oliver Cromwell, We may rather ſuppoſe this | 
| Embaſſy fignified no more than ro comply with the 
commoa Caſtom of Princes, in ſending ambaſſadors 
| to one another, eſpecially after their firſt Acceſſion 
to the Throne. However, ſome ſecret Whiſpers have 
| made it current, that beſides the publickone, his Grace 
| had another laſtruction, which was to ſolieit the wh 
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tereſt to a very fine Engliſb Lady then in France, whom 
elling Cherles had entertain d, during his abode there, a very 


eat Opinion of, ard as ſome ſay, ſought her in an Ho- 
durable way; be that as it will, bis Ambaſſador lik'd of - 
e Lady extreamly well himſelf, and judg'd, as ſhe was 
Match hardly ſuitable (tho? very well deſcrving) of a 
ing, be did not, nor was he able to judge of his Majeſty's 
tentionsz and if the King deſign d no more than an 
our, he thought likewiſe that the Lady's deſerts, as 
ell in Beauty and Wir, as in Fortune, put her ſomething 
ove an Affair of that kind; for which Reaſons his Grace 
ittily try'd his own Intereft, and for one Word he ſpoke 
r the King, ſpoke two for himſelf, till at length recei- 
ng ſome Encouragement to his Proceedings, he enforc'd 
uit ſo far, that the Lady wholly gave up the Poſſeſſion 
her Perſon, being one of the greateſt Fortune that any 
ngliſh Nobleman could boaſt of, And as it has been often 
id, when King Charles afterwards ſaw the Lady at his 
in Court, he asked her what ſhe cou'd ſee in Mount aguts 
ce to love him? To which the Lady wittily anſwer'd 
hat indeed ſhe did not ſee much in bis Per ſun; but the ſaw 4 
Wear deal in his Mind and Accompliſhments, This very well 
Hisfied the King, and reſtor d bis then Lordſhip at leaſt 
emingly to his Favour again. By this Lady he had two 
das and a Daughter, one of which Sons is the preſenr 
uke of Mountag ue, and as we can gather, ſhe dyed in 
hild-Bed of another. She was Counteſs of Northamber- — 
id, a Vaſt Fortune, and then in Fance. * 
Whether ever his Grace perfectly recover d his Majeſty's 
avour, we can't truly leara; but in the Year, 1678. his 
ajeſty did not entirely ſhe w it, for the Intrigues of the 
liniſfry at that time with the Court, had highly rais'd 
We Jealoufie of the Houſe of Commons: This appear d 
ze more by a Mcllage from the King to the Houſe, De- 
nber 19. Informing them, Thar his Majeſty having recti vd 
formation, that his late Ambaſſader in France, Mr. Moun- 
gue, 4 Member of that Houſe, had held ſeveral Conferrences 
the Pope's Nuncio there, without any Dirt tions or Inſti a- 
from his Majeſty: His Majeſty to the end he might know 
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the Truth 'of the Matter, bad given Orders for ſticirg 4 
Mountagne; Fa ns hee” 10 1 0 . 
ets Upon which his Grace, then Mr. Mountague, in his on 
. Defence, acquainted the Houſe, that he had in his Cuſtod 
1 ſcveral Papers, which he conceiy'd might tend very much 
| The fafery of his Majeſty's Perſon,and the preſervation of ti 
14 Kingdom. And accordingly a Box of Writings was ſent fo 
And open'd in theHouſe,and two Letters were produc d at 
read in the Houſe, ſubſcrib'd Danby ; In the firſt of whic! 
* dated 17 Fan. 1677. were theſe Expreſſions ? 
ii Ay Lord, yeſterday Monſiewr Rovigny came to me wi 
unten Barrillon; (having given me bis Father"s Letters t| 
8 Day before) and the diſcours'd much npon the Confidence h 
King hath of the Firmneſs of ours to him, of the good .Opini, 
ff bis Maſter hath of me, and of his King's Reſolution to condl 
ſcend to any Thing that u not Infamous to him, for the Sati 
Fiatdlion of our King, how certainly our King may depend upon 
” forts of Aſſiſtance and Supplies from bis Maſter, in caſe til 
| _ Friendſhip be preſerved — The main of their Drifts, was to en 
i gaze me to prevail with the King, to prevail with the Prince 
Orange — The King muſt come to ſome, Declaration of by 
Mind to the Parliament when it meets: That which makes 21 
' Peate yet leſs probable is, that the Duke grows every Day le. 
inclinid to it, and has created a great Inaifferency in the K ingfc 
than I cou'd have imagin'd, which being added to the FrenciFic 
King's Reſointion not 10 part with Tournay, do, I confeſsYre 
male ine aiſpair of auy Arcommdation : Nevertheleſs, 1 angv 
li afſur”d that one principal! Canſe of the Adjournment of thirtec 
Dan bas been to ſee if any Expedient for the Peace could h. 
| been found out in that time, and the eſfelt of the Adjournmen 
| hath been, that no Body now mill believe other than that tpn 
Peace is already concluded betwixt as and France. 


And farther, in another Letter, dated March 
N In caſe the Conditions of Peace ſhall be accepted, the Rin 
|  exretts ſix Millions of Livres Tearly, for three Tears, from tht 
| Jie that this Agreement ſhall be Sign'd betwixt His Majeſi 
end the King of France, becauſe it will be two or three 15 x 
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efore be can hope to find his Parliament in an Humaur to give 
in Supplies after the having made any Peace with France, ad 
the Ambaſſador bere has agreed to that Sum, but not for ſo long 
« time If jou find that. Peace will not be acc , you are 
not to mention the Money at all, and all poſſib!e Cure muſt be 
alen to have this whole Negotiation as private a4 i peſſible, fer 
rar of giving Offence at Home, gbere for the muſt part we 
baue it ten days after any thing is communicared to the French 
Mitter. * ä , a 1 
{ak reading theſe Letters, it was immediately iceſol- 
ed in Parliament, That there was ſufficient Matter of 
mpeachment againſt Thomas Earl of Danby, Lord High 
ini | reaſuter. of England; and his Grace was honourably ac- 
Wquigted of ſuſpition. 5 3 
IL cannot find that his Grace was much at the Head of 
Mfaixs during that Reign, tho“ he continued bis Place un- 
ter that King, of Maſter of the Great Wardrobe; and by 
The Death of his Father Edward Lord Aubunt agus uf Bough © 
on ſueceeded him in his. Honour and Eſtate, and began ta 
bracroale raltly in n Eltate. ee. 
Op che Advancement of King James to the Throne, his. 
Lordmhip finding there was 3 Fro wn upon him at Court, 
inreſoly'd to avoid it, by going to Travel; in the mean time 
ac is remarkable, that he bad let the then Earl of De vonſbire 
relide.at his Houſe, generally call'd Mount ague - Houſe 3 
which in his Lordſhip's abſence was ſet on Fire, frequently 
aid to be done by his Lordſhips own Servants who had 
an Appartment in the Honſe: However, his Lordſhip re- 
urning ſoon after, a great Suit commenc'd betwixt him 
and the Earl of Devonſpire about it, in Which his Lord- 
hip wascaſt : His Lordihip now took a Houſe at Windſor; 
o be near the Court in Summer, but King James Reign 
never afforded him any glimpſe of Favour. But upon the 
. appy agd glorious Revolution, his Lordſhip was one of , 
he firſt that found favour of King William and his Royal 
Pert Queen Mary; being in the firſt Year of Heir 
e1gns creat Viſcount Mont her mer, and Earl of Mountagne, 
nd made Maſter of the Great Wardrobe, and continu'd in 
avour all that Reign. So OE” 
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About per Wn N e cond? 
bi Lady, "the Datchels Dowager of Albernile; e 
| been ſaid that ſhe had been little ſeen ſince, but By 
Servants ; und chat even, ſhe has been Dead ſome © Yelts. 
| and great Suits commenic'd chcredy betwixt his W 
"and the Ear! of Batb, next Heir apparent to the Daches 
but upon Tryal his Lordſhip prov'd hex to be alive” 9155 
Feertaim tuis Lady, who was the greare® Fortune that ever 
" Engliſh Noblewan wedded, was Diſcompbs'd in her Mind, 
and that was the reaſon his Lordſhip kept up in ner 

Chamber, which oceaſion d that Report, and Even — 
| oas one now at his Death, that the ſtrange FuneraF" 

Lady in the Serand has ſome relation there to, h ach! 
| Jeveral Ladies were invited, and had Rings giyen't 

and were deſired to tenen the Body, for ſome intem; l 
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x dit this we muſt leave to Time. -. 
Ni e only one Son, 

| | vaſt! zn Eftvre, 4 Match was ſought 

| Marlboroughts youngels Daug 


concluded to the leisesten of beth Famſtes; und g Fs 
'-xemackable, ſhe was brought to Bed of a Daughter the 

_ Day the Old Dake dyed. Hs Da era won Og 
proud ty of RE and is now - Nite - of 002} ! 


at what e his Grace N with fy en Wee 
Beile dim kill ine oth day, when berween'the hours of f. 
| and & he Expit'd at his Houſe in Ruſſel-Street> wy, 
in ide aut Leer of his Age, 9 grief of the Soutt 

4 | a Loyal Courtier, Nen 


